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Since 1991, when the
Indian economy
opened for trade and
investment for the

private sector to
encourage competition,
the process of

Dr. L.C. Sharma globalisation of the
Editor in Chief ~ economy started taking
shape after the economic crisis of 1990.
India had to pledge 20 tonnes of gold to
Union Bank of Switzerland and the
additional 47 tonnes to the Bank of
England as part of a bailout deal with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
which forced most of the economic
reforms upon India.
It was the dynamic leadership of P.V.
Narsimha Rao, the Prime Minister of India
at that time, to initiate liberalisation of the
economy with the support of Dr.
Manmohan Singh, the then Finance
Minister. Dr Singh, being an economist,
had the idea of liberalisation but lacked the
courage to implement it, which was
supplemented by PM Rao; without
courage, ideas are barren if they are not
converted into actions.
An extended step on disinvestment was
taken by Atal Bihari Vajpayee and his
tenure heading the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) between 1999 and 2004,
can be described as the "golden period" for
privatisation under the seasoned statesman
Arun Shourie as per the lay out designed

by Subramanian Swami.

At present, the Narendra Modi
Government 2.0 has also set an
ambitious target to realise Rs 1.05
Lakh Crore from disinvestment from
Public Sector Enterprises and this
movement is going on as this is the
need of the hour to rejuvenate our
economy. No government can afford
to underutilise its assets and stay
away from the optimum utilisation of
its resources for the public good.
There is dire need to redefine the role
of a government; do we see the
government as a facilitator or a business
entity? Apparently, the government cannot
be a business entity. Its role is to be a
facilitator for the growth of its people and
to ensure that it creates an environment
when an individual can evolve to the level
of higher self and society as a whole can
grow and prosperous with harmony. The
second role comes as a regulator where the
State has to ensure social justice. The State
may have different roles in different
perspectives, but the major roles are of
being a Facilitator and a Regulator only
from citizens' perspective.

Starting commercial ventures and
continuously bearing losses for decades
cannot be justified on the government's
part. The unaccountable deployment of the
bureaucrats and their frequent relocation
paralyses the public enterprises and such
enterprises easily become vulnerable to

political and bureaucratic influence.

The same happened to the public sector
banks which have been encountering with
the NPA of approximately Rs 10.00 lakh
crore for the years. However, the latest
datarevealed by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman indicates that the NPA stands
ataround Rs 8.06 lakh crore.

Such issue is being faced by the Himachal
Pradesh government as well because many
of'the hotels of the HPTDC have also been
going through the same situation. As per
the reports, 28 out of 52 HPTDC
properties are running at loss. The state-
owned company has leased out some of its
restaurants in different locations, but still,
are carrying the burden of the remaining
28 loss-making units. The state is already
under the burden of almost Rs 50,000
crore loan, which means every Himachali
is under the debt of Rs 66,000 at present.

Not only this, every child born in
Himachal acquires the debt of Rs
66,000 even without any mistake or
deed of'its own.

In such a scenario, the state seems
ready to continue increasing the
losses without involving private
players in the management of its
private properties. If done so, this
| may cause displeasure to the people
with political and bureaucratic labels
when the facilities of ‘Royalty with
Respect’will cease.

In such a scenario, no one with good
intention should hesitate to welcome
Municipal Corporation Shimla's step to
lease out its Book Cafe for a monthly rent
of more than Rs 1.00 lakh, instead of
earlier revenue of Rs 8,000 to Rs 10,000
per month.

There are many such areas where MC
Shimla needs to brainstorm to bring
economic equilibrium to this
municipality which once had lent to the
MC Mumbai, but today is a victim of
political ignorance, unclear vision and the
stale functioning style clubbed with the
less-effective and self-styled public
representation. This first right step in the
direction of the economic balancing is
expected to create more such avenues and
may encourage the state government to
rise above the conventional beliefs and
political fear of criticism.
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Fit India Movement
launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on August 29, 2019
reminded us the bygone
days of our village life
where we used to spend
days in forests with cattle
grazing  peacefully,
occasionally used to
plough the farmland, cut
grass, harvest crops, carry the grass and crops on
our back to home, construct small farm-based
walls, work with masons and carpenters. Even
the activities such as cutting tree branches in the
forest for cooking purposes, getting dry leaves
of pines for the cattle shed, and many more
agrestic activities that we engaged in were
wrought with pleasure.

The documentary shown during the live telecast
on the launch of the Fit India Movement covered
almost all the areas which we used to experience
on a daily basis of our life in the village. The
thoughts arose why such movements are needed
when people in the villages are already
exercising most of the things the Fit India
Movement intends to promote. In fact, the worry
of the nation is to make its people fit because
"fit" means healthy citizens can have a sound
mind and can contribute more effectively to the
nation in terms of creating enterprises, adopting
profession with more demands, put physical
labour whenever required, create an
environment for the betterment of all, and many
more aspects required for holistic development,
thereby contributing to the gross domestic
product (GDP) of the country.

According to the recent studies, the contribution
to our GDP is more from the urban areas and is
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estimated to around
75% by 2020. The
lifestyle and food
habits of people,
especially
belonging to the urban
areas, are making them
more prone to
diseases and
lethargic. People are
living with obesity, high blood pressure,
diabetes and a static mentale. This is all because
of the absence of physical and mental exercises
and this poses a big threat to our GDP if the
remedial measures are not taken well in time.
PM Modi has been working equally on
awakening the people through such thoughts,
philosophies and initiations owning the
responsibility to give direction to the nation
being a leader at top pedestal.
The message of the Fit India Movement is
perhaps more targeted to the urban population
though it is the need of everyone, irrespective of
their rural or urban milieu.
Walking every day should be made a part of our
lives, if it does not go with our daily routine or
the lifestyle. We need to take fibre-rich food
which can be digested by our body easily and we
need to indulge in some form of mental exercise
like remembering the phone numbers without
checking our mobile, do some calculations
without the use of a calculator, etc. We need to
exhaust slightly our body parts to support the
body to generate sweat to flush out the toxins.
We need to have some time to play, have fun and
relax, besides exchanging thoughts with others
to supplement our mental food. We need to
selflessly work with people, help our
neighbours, which will act as a supplement or
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food for our soul and mind.

All these activities are naturally found in
villages as a routine lifestyle, whereas special
coaching and training are required in the city for
getting all the above-mentioned attributes
incorporated in our daily life.

Urban areas when given such exposer and
orientation, as already available for the rural
people, is the initiative of IIRD's flagship
programme Mission RIEV which stands for
"Ruralising India - Empowering Villages”,
launched in the year 2017. It does not mean to go
against urbanisation, which is the need of the
hour and 1s inevitable, but changing the lifestyle
of urban population to make a bit rural-like, is
the real meaning of “Ruralising India”; which
very well fits within the framework of Fit India.
Hence, Ruralising India is a preconceived
notion of Fit India supplemented with
"Empowering Villages" through facilitation
support in different walks of life which makes
Mission RIEV a wholesome concept. Thus,
Mission RIEV envisages making India fit,
healthy, progressive by engaging people to the
maximum extent in different meaningful affairs
for individual growth as well as national
progress through the facilitation support.

L\ r.L.C. Sharma
Editor in Chief
Mob.94180 14761, md@iirdshimla.org

THANK YOU M.A. JINHA

India by now would have been an
Islamic Republic had Muslims
not demanded a separate country
in 1947. Al Utbi in his Tahreek-e
-Yamini glorified India as
“Golden Sparrow.” Historical
accounts substantiate that we had
the most prosperous civilization
making it vulnerable to plunders and repeated
incursions. Soft targets always attract vicious
onslaughts. Divided into small empires in absence
of patron conglomeration capable of some sort of
defiance, India fell prey to unsatiating lust of
invaders for abounding riches of the subcontinent.
Ming China took over India only in the 16th century
as the richest region on earth. Till then India had
testified a plunder of economy and culture for
almost 10 centuries. Even totally devastated, India
accumulated 25% of the world’s total wealth five
centuries ago. No doubt India was impoverished
systematically but invaders successfully crippled
the people of this country of their religious
identities and Indianness. Foreign occupation in
India for its wealth has not been as dangerous as
was the onslaught on its culture and religion.
Islamisation of India started at the break of the
seventh century with Arab traders in southern India
in the Malabar region. Nevertheless, series of
attempts for Islamization of Indian subcontinent
started with Muhammad bin Qasim in 712 AD to
establishment of Mughal empire by Zahirudin
Babur in 1526. Babur, an Uzbek, was the direct
descendant of Amir Temur who had ravaged and

plundered almost entire north-west India in 1398
AD. One after another Muslim invaders not just
looted its riches but the attack on the indigenous
religion and culture was more gruesome. It crippled
the psyche of natives of the land irrevocably of their
identities. Hindus, in particular, were forced to pay
for their practice of religion. The imposition of
‘jaziya’ on those who had refuted religious
conversion made them second-class citizens in
their own homelands. Performance of Jauhar to
protect their chastity for fear of rapes, abductions
and conversions, though rarely touched on in our
history books, today so as not to harm the
communal fabric of the country. Indian Muslims
are as remotely related to Babur or Temur, the way
Indian Christians are to Macaulay or Curzon.
Neither Muslims nor Christians are happy with
their pre-conversion ancestry. Babur descended
upon India with an army of 4 thousand soldiers of
Uzbek origin. Which by any stretch of the
imagination can not reproduce more than half a
million Muslims within five centuries. Whereas the
Indian subcontinent today comprises a Muslim
population of more than 600 million, way above to
comfort the claims of Indian Muslims of their
Turkish and Arabic lineage. Once converted to
Islam, they gave up all their affiliations to their
forefathers. In the colonial era even, Indians on one
side were battling for freedom, on the other hand,
Muslims were more for the separate Islamic state.
Alma Igbal, the chiefarchitect of the idea of Islamic
Pakistan and two-nation theory was a grandson of a
Hindu Brahmin of Kashmir, never felt comfortable

with the religious identities of his forefathers. Same
is with M.A. Jinha, a third-generation convert to
Islam was instrumental in the amputation of the
motherland into three pieces on religious lines.
Most Indians though think otherwise and even
today hold a lot against the idea of Pakistan but
history teaches a different lesson. Hindu cleansing
in Pakistan in the last seventy years compels us to
think more rationally. Jinha, no doubt was
vindictive towards Hindus, but his demand of
Pakistan saved Hindus from total annihilation. In a
sizable Muslim majority, the possibilities for
coexistence evaporates and they start to rear the
idea of Dar-ul-Islam. If twenty million Hindus
were eliminated from Pakistan in the last seventy
years, so were they forced conversions and exodus
in a Muslim majority Kashmir. Evidently,
imagining a united India by adding up four hundred
million Muslims to present Indian population of
India will not take long for Islamisation of the
region. Thus we can safely conclude that the idea of
Pakistan was an essentiality for Hindu existence.
Neither Kashmir nor Palestine can be resolved
given to Islamic teachings that promulgate the idea
of Umma and the global caliphate. The only
solution for Kashmir or Palestine is either to vacate
every non-Muslim from there or to enforce the law
with an iron fist. No matter how undiplomatic this
may sound but Muslims in India or elsewhere in the
world can coexist only if they are not allowed to
outnumber non-Muslims.

Kamlesh Sharma, Shimla (HP)

(Guest Writer) 9817540956
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