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Establishment of Smrt Classrobms

It is the need of the
hour that our schools
should upgrade
themselves and get
abreast with the outer
world, IIRD proposed
to establish Smart /

aimed at enhancing
teaching and learning
by technology as the
prime teaching tool.
Smart-boards are a lot
smarter when it comes
to field trips, which are
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Implemented by: IIRD — www.iirdshimla.org

Digital Classrooms in
Govt Schools of
Karnataka to make the future of our
country well-versed, cracking the
nutshell and making students more
creative and inventive.

Project Establishment of Digital
Classrooms in 20 Government
schools in District Dharwad,
supported by GAIL India Ltd,

impossible with
textbooks. A field trip
to the deserts of Sahara or the
rainforest of the Amazon basin
becomes easy with visuals in the
smart-boards of smart classroom.
These visuals are definitely more
attractive than those descriptions in
afew lines of a textbook.

Institute for Integrated Rural Development
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Future of Investors’ Meet in Himachal

Around two and half
decades of the
globalisation  of  the
economy, new doors were
opened for entrepreneurs
and industries to expand
to any limit within their
capacities. With the ever-
increasing demand for
essential commodities
and  services, the
governments are slowly
becoming liberal to allure industries towards the
investment in their territories and assuring to
provide the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ environment.
All such initiatives are welcomed, provided the
selection of the industries or the business
enterprises are aligned with the ecological balance.
Especially in the Himalayan region, due care is
needed while opting the projects that impact
vegetation and stability of young and fragile
mountains.

The projects like cement production need not be
encouraged in the hilly regions due to their
contribution to air pollution and the associated ill-
effects. And in the construction industry, the most
essential projects need to be considered provided
high-end technology is used to minimise the
ecological misbalancing impact.

The second factor is to create an enabling
environment for the industry to grow and flourish.
Besides all political assurances, the long procedures
and red-tapism at multiple levels prevent the
creation of the enabling environment. The deep-
rooted customary morality at multiple level reduces
the enthusiasm of the investors to come forward
because an entrepreneur thinks differently based on
one's hard work and calculated risk where time
management becomes crucial while dealing with
the government system.

There are a dozen of Laws and Acts enough for
creating confusion for any aspiring entrepreneurs.
However, Modi Government 2.0 has significantly
slashed more than 1,500 such redundant laws
during Modi Government 1.0 regime but much is
yet to be done. The government authorities
sometimes seem having least to do with the
implementation of the regulations but making
people move around them remains the tendency.
The attitude of the authorities is not educative and
supportive, rather it is fault finding and punitive. In
such scenario, how can one expect to create the
enabling environment for the industries to grow and
flourish?

There is a live example of the Department of Labour
Weltare, Himachal Pradesh; once a Labor Inspector
visited an organisation, he had just a cup of tea,
discussed and appreciated the activities of the
organisation and left the office. He never intended
to examine the routine record available in any
office. The next week the organisation received a
long letter on failure to produce documents and
non-compliance of various Acts and Rules. Some
Acts were referred which were not even applicable
to that organisation as there will perhaps be the
standard proforma with the department which used
to be issued to an entrepreneur or industry with all
required documents frequently. The organization
wrote an appropriate explanation without quoting
that the said Labor Inspector never asked to produce
all such documents as mentioned in the letter.

The matter was almost closed and the organisation
never received reference of that letter again.

The organisation received thrice the similar
fresh letters from the same office again

and every time the organisation kept on submitting
the required documents. One such letter received
one day before the due date and the compilation of
the documents required latest data which would

have needed a considerable amount of time and the
organisation requested for next date of hearing
which was not granted and the matter was subjected
to the court where it got settled.

Even after this, the organization received matching
communication twice and in reply a stereotypical
message being passed along with documents every
time. And this process seems ongoing causelessly,
without fulfilling any purpose except the wastage of
time and energy at both ends. When it was enquired
from some enterprises in industrial areas, the
intention and practices of the department came to
know. As per the data of 2014-15, out of total 28521
inspections carried out by the Department of
Labour and Employment Himachal Pradesh,
challans of 2723 cases were lodged in the court.
Here the question arises, is the department seriously
keen on seeing that the people working in different
industries are not deprived of the justice, safety and
growth? And is the department serious on
implementing various regulations as mandated?

If so, the approach of the department could have of
extending knowledge, information and support
wherever lacking. And appreciate the enterprises’
contribution to society and the nation. But in reality,

Government also struggling to set up Central
University

The same is happening with the sole Central
University in Himachal Pradesh which started
functioning in 2010. The Centre has already
released grants to all other new universities for infra
development, except that of Himachal Pradesh. If
the government itself'is struggling for years to set up
the university with central support, whatever be the
reasons, how can we expect the industry to come
forward after mobilising resources from banks on
higher rate of interest and struggle for years to
convert the business thoughts into actions? Many
may come for a trial and gradually shift their focus
as the same 1is happening in the existing industrial
areas of Himachal.
Until, we value timeline and express sincerity for
creating enabling environment by overcoming
the related hurdles, our end goals will remain
unfulfilled.
With the present industrial meet, the Himachal
government seems quite serious and the recent
initiatives on digitising permission process under
section 118 is a welcoming step in this direction and
hopefully the rest will follow. Apart from the
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it does not look like, except fulfilling the motives
other than this. No conduction of such event has
been reported so far on educating the industries and
enterprises on labour laws. There are some
redundant rules which need revision, like when
going for recruitment, the industry needs to notify to
the concerned employment exchange manually,
which is merely an exercise to increase paperwork.
Hardly any industry gets candidates purely through
employment exchange as these exchanges have
become mere white elephant with conventional
work style.

A number of digitally rich, private job portals are
working better than any employment exchanges
which are still struggling in getting bundles of
papers that simply occupy space in the offices and a
burden on the environment. There is need to review
the Acts, Rules and Procedures of various
regulations to stop the "Inspector Ra;" with which
one can have first-hand experienced while getting
the drug licenses for opening Medicine outlets in
the state.

Until the government takes the due cognizance
of all such irritants, the industry cannot flourish.
The procedures and the processes need to be
simplified with timeline stipulation.

Such procedures are becoming hurdles to the
government itself. Many of the ambitious
developmental projects of the government keep
lingering on for decades and by the time these
projects get reviewed again, their cost gets
multiplied. As per data of MoEFCC, there are total
393 projects pending for various approvals out of
which 151 projects are pending since 2015.

priority sectors of health and education in Himachal
Pradesh, the investors need to encourage for
venturing into a) Surface Transport including
Sleeper Buses, more Deluxe and AC Buses, City
Trams, Mono Rails, Flyovers, Ropeways, etc.; b)
Air Transport including creating more Small
Airports, Helipads, operating Heli Taxis, Small
Airbuses and Air Ambulances etc. The air services
are in pathetic conditions and the UDAAN scheme
launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation is a big
failure in Himachal context. From Delhi to Shimla
and vice versa, the average air ticket price is Rs.
18000 against the proposed Rs. 2200 or Rs. 3000 for
one side defeating the very objective of the scheme
of letting the common citizen of the country fly; c)
Natural and Organic Agro-Practices including
Production of Safe Fruits, Vegetable, Traditional
Crops Production, Food Processing, Cold Storage,
Commercial Agro-Forestry etc.; d) Afforestation
including Eco-Tourism Based Sustainable
Commercial Forestry, etc.; e) Tourism including
Wellness and Village Tourism, Mountain Based
Sports, Creation of Tourism Related Infrastructure,
etc.; f) Energy including Solar and Wind Energy
Plants, Bio-mass Energy Based Micro and Smaller
Plants and g) Others including Software Industry,
IT Parks, Data Analytics, Industries based on Water,
Fresh Air, Clean Sunlight and Greeneries, etc.
Hopefully, the present meet will come out with
some significant outcome which will determine the
future of the Investors Meet.
‘\;r. L.C. Sharma
Editor in Chief
Mob.94180 14761, md@iirdshimla.org
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The revocation of Article 370 in Jammu &

-] the Taliban, a story that is

Aditya Srivastav L
Kashmir by the Indian government and the :m’m‘;‘;a'mmm L universally known, she has
subsequent steps have attracted sharp |usseoe e ouss iznagosos soicsyon continued to remain active to
. .. . @ occasion of Ex uwanna do Is spread hate in E
reactions, both positive and negative, from |wasmme uguscanneier gan contol over nisgal part ot propagate the female
India.. Get a life & stop spreading hate twitter com/Malala/stalus

within the nation and globally. Some people
may be against the government’s decision but
as it appears, the majority of people have
ubiquitously welcomed it. Being in the digital
age, we get to see the reactions of people
through their tweets, FB posts and any other

and depressed because | can't go to school. |
n August 12 and | fes! my futurs is insecure n
ssful

education in numerous ways at
the international level. But her
subsequent actions and
statements against India and

platform that is available to the masses.

From the support of countless nations to Pakistan’s crying and
begging at the global platforms such as the United Nations has
left them embarrassed. With the failure to gain support,
Pakistan’s keyboard warriors have gone overboard in
peddling lies on the present situation in Kashmir. The stooges
of Pakistan all over the world, and some within India, have
been crying wolf consistently. One such irrelevant voice was
of “Nobel Laureate” Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani activist
for women’s education and the youngest Nobel Prize winner;
she was awarded in 2014 at the age of 17 years.

Though it would not have been necessary to mention her
nationality but her biased comments on the Kashmir issue
invite critique of her true intentions. It cannot be denied that
she is brave and despite facing the near-fatal attack on her by

_ complete lack of
: ‘| condemnation  for  the
atrocities being carried out on the minorities in Pakistan

deserve sharp criticism.

In her tweets, Malala has again and again written about the
“issues” faced by Kashmiris ever since the Article 370 has
been revoked and urged the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) to take cognizance of the matter. More recently, she
tweeted about a young Kashmiri girl with whom she herself
had a discussion and the alleged girl was worried about her
future as she was not able to give her exam that was
supposedly held on August 12; a lie which has been debunked
as the said date was a holiday in India as it was the auspicious
day of Eid. It was highly surprising and unfortunate for a
person of Malala’s stature to peddle such lies to further
Pakistan’s vicious agenda.

Several people pointed out Malala’s fallacy and asked her if

she was willing to criticise the Pakistani government and
army’s atrocities being carried on the minorities of her nation.
Malala’s response was either complete silence or the prompt
blocking of the people who questioned her. Being a “Nobel
Prize winner”, Malala could have shown unbiased concern for
humanity and shared few words condemnation. But
unfortunately, it was too much to expect from her. One more
thing that people usually point out is that despite her activism
and her being fearlessly vocal about female education, she has
not exhibited the same courage in returning to Pakistan to
continue her activism or her education there; at present, she
studies in Oxford University.
Her actions reek of hypocrisy, as on one hand she preaches
about the importance of education for women and their
empowerment, but she incessantly fails to address the issues
prevailing in Pakistan that hamper the right to education for
Pakistani women, specifically from the minority population
who getabducted, raped, attacked...
The day Malala with sheer disinterest steps up to urge Pakistan
to give equal rights to all its people, irrespective of their
religion, that day will prove that she truly deserved being
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
Shrava Gupta, Shimla (HP)
(Guest Writer)
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