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All our Thoughts and words travel in the cosmos and their impact on
us is directly proportional
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IIRD in association with GAIL India Limited is
working towards holistic development, with primary
focus on GAIL Pipeline Project-affected areas. GAIL
has given mandate to IIRD for various Social/Rural
Developmental works in the states of Assam, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkhand, and
Chandigarh. IIIRD has joined hands with local
stakeholders, Government Authorities, is working to
implement the following programmes

www.therievtimes.com

CSR in 2019-20

for Classes 1 to 12. In the series, [IRD is going to install
40 Smart Classrooms in Jharkhand (Giridih and
Khunti), and 40 in Karnataka (Dharwad). The
initiative is going to directly benefit around 40,000
students.

In the line of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, IIRD is
installing 413 Waste Bins in Ujjain and Bhopal, MP, in
coordination with the local Municipal Corporations.
Recently, we also provided 7 tippers to Chandigarh
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Wellness Centres. We are in the process of installing
ROs in 330 schools of Jharkhand and 170 schools of
Assam. Further, we have identified 12 Health and
Wellness centres in Barpeta districts of Assam for
installing water ATMs. These ROs and Water ATMs
will directly and indirectly cater to the needs of around
1 lakh students and the general public.

In addition to this, we have designed clean and
hygienic model of toilets for the schools in Assam. The
Baseline Survey has been conducted in the identified

Currently, [IRD is in the process of setting up 60 Smart
Classrooms in various districts of Assam with World-
Class Infrastructure i.e. 85’ Interactive Board,
Projector and all the required accessories. Further, we
have provided the content for an effective e-learning

Municipal Corporation for Solid Waste Management.

In Rural Regions, access to safe drinking water to the
communities is a challenge and often poses safety risk
due to the water-borne diseases. Therefore, to cater the
needs among the communities, we are installing RO
Plants and Water ATMs in Schools, Health and

NO. OF DIRECT locations and the schools have been finalised on the
PROJECT ACTIVITIES BENEFICIARIES | basis of the need assessment. 55 Schools have been
Installation of Smart Classrooms in Assam Installation in 60 15.000 shortlisted for the same, around 70 toilet blocks with 1
Government Schools ’ WC and 4 Urinals / trqugh for b0y§ and 3 WCs for
Dustbin Delivery in Ujjain and Bhopal (MP) 413 Dustbins Provided 10 Lakh g1rl§. We are constructing thesg toilets blocks Wlth
Tollet Construction n Assam various facilities like wash basin, proper sanitation,
; ' 70 toilet blocks in 55 schools 21,000 covered drainage system, 24-hour water system, etc.
Bihar and West Bengal At present, [IRD and GAIL are mutually working
Installation of RO in Giridih, Jharkhand 30 schools 9,000 towards the overall development of schools in Assam,
. : and thus, contributing towards the holistic
gi?:lgggnﬁéggézgssam’ 170 schools 51,000 development of the entire region.
Providing Tippers/Dumpers for 7 tippers for solid
Waste Management in Chandigarh waste management
Installation of Water ATM in Barpeta, Assam | 12 Health & Wellness Centres 12,000
Installation of Smart Classrooms in Giridih, 20 schools 6,000
Jharkhand
Installation of Smart Classrooms in
Khunti, Jharkhand 20 schools 6,000
Installation of Smart Classrooms
in Dharwad, Karnataka 40 schools 12,000

IRD and CSR

e

Institute for Integrated Rural Development (IIRD) is a non-
profit organization dedicated towards bringing rural
prosperity through research and studies, training and
capacity building, program implementation, technical
support and consultancies and institutional networking in
the national and global perspective.

Established in 2004, IIRD has the expertise in
different fields and capacity to undertake ventures of
Research and Analysis, Training & Capacity Building,
Programme Planning and Implementation, Monitoring and
Evaluation of the Developmental and Socio-Economic
Projects. Approved & empanelled by various Departments,
Ministries & PSUs for its quality standards, IIRD has been
striving for innovations in all fields of its operations across
the country and also internationally. Since its inception in
2004, IIRD has been instrumental in devising innovative
strategies to expand its horizon and contributing in
developing market place. I[IRD envisages contributing
meaningfully towards rapid, sustainable development of
the people by gaining international quality standards and
becoming a well-known, established and reliable
destination for developmental solutions.

Since, last few years the I[IRD is actively working
on various CSR projects in various states under well-known
PSU’s like GAIL India Ltd, ONGC, SJVNL, EIL, NTPC
etc. IIRD is working towards Environment Conservation
and Sanitation through various CSR projects like providing
tippers for solid management, providing and installing SS
dustbins at public places, Construction of toilets for the
welfare of students from Govt. Schools and general public,
proving RO plants and Water ATM’s etc. In addition

IIRD has also played an important role in the
education through providing Smart Class Room Solution to
the students of Govt Schools in various states. A huge
number of students are benefited with this technological
improvement.

India is the first country in the world to make
corporate social responsibility (CSR) mandatory, following
an amendment to the Companies Act, 2013 in April 2014.
Businesses can invest their profits in areas such as
education, poverty, gender equality, and hunger as part of
any CSR compliance.

CSR trends in India

Since the applicability of mandatory CSR
provision in 2014, CSR spending by corporate India has
increased significantly. In 2018, companies spent 47
percent higher as compared to the amount in 2014-15,
contributing INR 7,536 crores to CSR initiatives, according

toasurvey.

Listed companies in India spent INR 10,000 crore
in various programs ranging from educational programs,
skill development, social welfare, healthcare, and
environment conservation, while the Prime Minister’s
Relief Fund saw an increase of 139 percent in CSR
contribution over last one year.

The education sector received the maximum
funding (38 percent of the total) followed by hunger,
poverty, and healthcare (25 percent), environmental
sustainability (12 percent), rural development (11 percent).
Programs such as technology incubators, sports, armed
forces, reducing inequalities saw negligible spends.

Taking into account the recent amendments to
CSR provisions, industry research estimates CSR
compliance to improve and range between 97 to 98 percent
by FY 2019-20.

CSR Benefits for the Organization

Better brand recognition

Positive business reputation
Increased sales and customer loyalty
Operational costs savings

. Better financial performance

Greater ability to attract talent and retain staff
. Organizational growth
CSR benefits for the Society

Apart from bringing a wide range of benefits for a

Technology

. and
infrastructure

Natural
environment
protection

Improved
quality

Economic

Benefits of CSR development

forthe society

Higher
standard
of living

Sense of
security

Social
activation

Increased

Better health

employment
opportunities

company, corporate social responsibility is supposed to,
above all, contribute to the wellbeing of society. Delivering
benefits to the whole of society should also be the
prominent driver for business to start and continue CSR
involvement (Perry and Towers, 2013). Although most
researchers focus on the advantages of social responsibility
to enterprises and why they should implement it, there are
few that mention the gains of society.

Corporate involvement in local community’s
problems creates better ambiance in its surroundings.
People who have been helped by company’s activity are
happier and benefit from a higher standard of living.
Moreover, seeing that corporations care for communities’
good makes everyone feels safer and significantly
decreases corruption within society. Company’s
philanthropic activities generate benefits for the least
advantaged, helping the needy and increasing trust.
According to Arnold CSR also inspires fair competition.

Not only companies, but society as well benefits
from better quality of products. Corporations’ efforts to
obey CSR rules make them eliminate all the defects at the
production stage, resulting in diminishing the amount of
complaints and increasing customer satisfaction. On the
other hand, CSR changes in a company may lead to cost
reduction, from which customers might also benefit, if it
results in price fall.

Moreover, responsible behaviors of companies
may inspire people in their surroundings to do the same.
Thus, social activation enables them to experience
emotional benefits from being involved in helping other
people. It must be noted that company’s success, which may
be secured by implementing CSR, is also a success of local
communities. A richer company can hire more employees
on better conditions, providing substantial perks. As most
of the workforce in the facility is usually drawn from
surrounding areas, people from local communities are
provided with better employment opportunities.

Top 10 Companies with CSR Funds in INDIA
RELIANCE INDUSTRIES
TCS

ONGC

INDIAN OIL

HDFC BANK LTD
INFOSYS LTD

ITC LTD

COAL INDIA LTD
HDFC LTD

0. NTPS LTD

e SRR Al

Papita (IIRD)
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A Push for Carbon Neutral Public Transpori

December 2 is
observed as ‘National
Pollution Control Day’ so it
is important that we do
everything in our power to
address the issue and take
appropriate step to reduce
our carbon footprints.
Himachal took a
constructive step towards
this mission when Shimla
was presented with 50
electric buses in February
and the smaller-sized buses
were added to the cavalcade
recently. The bigger buses
are estimated to cost around
Rs 76 lakh, much higher
price than the normal petrol-
guzzling buses, but in the
long run they will certainly
have a positive impact on the
environment.

The electric buses

take just 30 minutes to
charge and can move for
hours with no carbon
emissions; in addition to that,
they cause low to no sound
pollution, another added
advantage. These buses have
been added and are working
smoothly and have made
lives of people easier who
earlier had limited options of
public transport available to
them.
But simply introducing a few
of these electric buses on the
road is not going to cut down
the air pollution, the
Government should start
replacing the old buses as
well.

The private bus
operators are especially

expected to step up and take
the responsibility of fighting
climate change in their own
small way. It is
understandable that the high
cost of these electric buses
will act as a deterrent for the
small bus operators to
replace their old vehicles.
But substituting the electric
buses for the petrol-engine
buses is extremely essential
now. For this, the
Government can provide a
form of subsidy or loan to the
private bus operators and
support them in taking loans
to buy these buses. The
private business owners
should have the foresight to
know that gradually they will
be saving the money on the
cost of petrol/ diesel, and it

will also be a good return in
terms of environmental
conservation.

If some middle path
is followed, then a day will
not be too far when the roads
of Himachal will have
carbon-neutral public

transport and we will be able
to set an example for the
nation. Let us do everything
in our capacity to prevent the
air of Himachal from turning
toxic as in Delhi. We still
have some time in our hands,
let’s make the best use of it.

Shrava Gupta, Shimla (HP)
(Guest Writer)
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RECURRENCE OF ASSAULTS ON WOMEN - STRUGGLING FOR SOLUTION

After Nirabhya incident, there
have been a number of similar
incidents which do come to
limelight after the registration
of FIR’s, otherwise, the
occurrence of such incidents
is much more which usually
“ | gounreported.

In a country of Rama,
Krishan, Mahavir, Buddha, and countless other
such revered figures, the incidents of assaults
on women are a curse especially in the modern
age and the civilised society. It is the country
which believes in "5 TRIE] Two= T T aaar”,
referring to the honour and high status a
woman is bestowed in Indian society, but the
heinous crimes against women paint a starkly
different picture.
Agitations by people, candle marches and the
other forms of expressing anger are inevitable
but we are at the same place as after the
Nirbhaya episode. Post the incident, it was
expected that legislative and administrative
actions in future would evolve in a different

manner to curtail such incidents drastically.
But there seems no improvement in this
situation, the thrust of the people and society as
whole always remained on hanging the culprit
until death.

Here, we need to take into cognizance the
following questions:

1. Why do we not think about aspects
which discourage such incidents from
happening? Do we have a proven action plan to
control the impulses of the individuals? Need
to find out the biological, physiological and
psychological reasons behind and available
yogic, ayurvedic and psychological solutions.
2. What action can we propose for the
environmental concerns after addressing the
human instinct? Environment plays a bigger
role in stimulating or affecting basic human
instincts. Do we have sound policy directives
and implementation framework to check
concerns of our life style and happenings
surrounding us ? Need to check our life style
and modesty.

3. It is said that delayed justice is denied

justice. Why can't we ascertain that the cases of
assault on women are brought to justice within
the shortest possible period? Besides to ensure
that the innocents are not victimised. Need to
explore legislative measures.

Until a comprehensive action plan is in place
on the above three aspects, we will be able to
achieve nothing in spite of the magnitude of
our anger and agitation. All these three areas
comprise of detailed deliberation and a clear-
cut strategy needs to be devised in this regard.
The need of the hour is to brainstorm on the
above parameters to come up with the
commonly accepted agenda of
implementation.

The development practitioners, academia,
research institutions, administrative thinkers
and the policy-makers need to prioritise the
issue and allocate time for it in order to
safeguard and empower our daughters, sisters,

wife and mothers.
L\ r.L.C. Sharma
Editor-in-Chief

Mob.94180 14761, md@iirdshimla.org

PARALI BURNING - A CONSPIRACY OR ENVIRONMENTAL EMPATHY

Crop stubble burning have been an age-old practice in India
and across the globe. But never have this activity caused
grave environmental concern until year 2016, leading to
smog and barely breathable air quality. What was earlier
restricted to two states, namely Punjab and Haryana have
now affected majorly Delhi, Uttar Pradesh creating a dooms
day situation.

According to an article published by the Indian Council of
Social Science Research published in 1991, it was difficult to
travel in rural areas of Punjab and Haryana at the end of
September and early October because air used to be thick
with the smoke of burning paddy straw. However, in recent
year farmers have delayed the burning until late October. And
this delay has played a major role and is responsible for the
smog situation in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh. So, what has
changed between 1991 and 2019?

The logical or call it an escapist reason is that of the wind
flow patterns which primarily flows from the west during the
monsoon season, but changes direction in October and starts
blowing into Delhi from the north. They hue and cry that
follow, showed government's 'ostrich mentality', instead of
addressing the real cause and taking remedial measures,
started providing happy seeders, paddy straw choppers,
super straw management systems, rotavators etc to dispose
the stubble. If the government data are to be believed, the
ministry of agriculture gave Rs 269.4 crore, Rs 137.8 crore
and Rs 148.6 crore respectively to Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh to manage the menace. Over and above this, in the
month of November 2019, the apex court awarded additional
price support of Rs 100 per quintal of paddy for this.

Did these measures help? Yes, but marginally. Haryana's
smaller paddy footprint found it easier to monitor the
situation. Whereas, Punjab, is finding it difficult to distribute
stubble removing machines to farmers in time. But even with
state subsidies, farmers of both states are finding it difficult to
finance buying of equipment. However, Haryana has also
been able to execute manage this to some extent. So, did all
these measures stop the Parali burning menace effecting
states like Delhi, Uttar Pradesh. NO!!

The Real Reason

Until a few years ago, farmers in Punjab and Haryana burnt
the remnants of the rice crops the smoke were confined to
Punjab as they burnt the straw in late September and early
October. However, in recent years, farmers have been
delaying the burning until late October. The decision to delay
was forced on farmers by the Punjab government, which
passed the Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water Act in 2009
(infamously known as "Monsanto Profit Act of 2009").
According to this law, farmers can sow rice only in the
middle of June. The restriction meant that the fields would be
harvested and cleared only in October by which time the
direction of wind would have changed. Haryana too copied
Punjab and passed a similar law. This delay is crucial and
responsible for the smoke being carried all the way to Delhi

and Uttar Pradesh. Before this law was passed, the problem
in Delhi were limited to vehicular and industrial pollution,
apart from smoke from bonfires in winter, and there were no
reports of the entire metropolitan being enveloped by smoke.
If experts are to be believed, the legislation was passed
ostensibly to preserve groundwater, the depletion of which
was blamed on rice fields which supposedly used too much
water and which were prone to evaporation, but this
argument is a very tenuous one. According to the
International Water Management Institute, water in rice
fields contributes to recharging the groundwater and very
little of it is lost to evaporation. The data from Uttar Pradesh
in IWMI's report too showed that rice fields in the state
contributed to increasing the level of the water table, thus
supporting the claim that water in rice fields replenishes the
aquifers.

It is largely felt that the group that has been primarily
responsible for exerting pressure to move away from
growing rice in the name of “crop diversification” is the
United States Agency for International Development
(USAID). Which has a worldwide reputation of behaving
like a front group for American multinational corporations
such as Monsanto. It should, therefore, come as no surprise
that Monsanto will be the primary beneficiary of USAID’s
purported solution for Punjab’s problems. According to their
solution, farmers need to stop growing rice and replace it
with Monsanto’s genetically modified (GMO) maize. The
new law, reducing the time period during which farmers are
permitted to grow rice, has further accentuated this problem.

India's surplus food grain supply is an uncomfortable fact for
Monsanto and other proponents of GMO food who insist that
the world would face a shortage of food grains if not for
genetically engineered plants sold by Monsanto. It's a known
fact that in year 2012, the Punjab Chief Minister Prakash
Singh Badal in collusion with Monsanto set up a research
centre for creating maize seeds and announced plans to
reduce the area under the cultivation of rice by around 45
percent in order to grow maize. Monsanto typically co-opts
not only politicians but also members of the academia and
converts them into its shills. The fear-mongering about the
cultivation of rice reached a feverish pitch in the form of a
campaign 'Chonne hetho rakba katao, Pani Bachao, Punjab
Bachao (Reduce the area under rice, save water, save
Punjab)’ from a group of eminent scientists,

Ifthe environmentalist and soil preservation experts are to be
believed, Monsanto' fertilisers and pesticides are more or so
responsible for receding water table in Punjab and Haryana
as they have accumulated in the ground over the years
leading to poor retention of moisture in the soil, forcing
farmers to pump excessive amounts of underground water.

Likeable Solutions

» The problems related to the low levels of groundwater
and the inability of the soil to retain moisture must be
solved, but the solution should not be a drastic one such as

creating famines by banning food
items such as rice.

» Before the level of groundwater fell
in Punjab and Haryana, the state
experienced a problem of water-
logging which was partially solved
by pumping out the excess
groundwater. Thus, it is clear that an
acceptable level of the water table
can be maintained by finding a proper balance between
the two extreme situations.

* Burning the residual straw from the cultivation of rice is
the cheapest method of clearing the fields. A ban on such
burning will destroy the livelihood of small farmers and
give way to industrial farming with a few large
corporations owning all the land and resources. The
government which has helped large corporations till now
must not take any more steps that run the small farmers
out of business.

* Government must help small farmers clear the fields
between the rice and wheat seasons and implement
proper water management solutions. This would mean
going against the rules set forth by the World Trade
Organisation which has mandated that no business other
than American multinational corporations can receive aid
or subsidies from the government, and any subsidy given
to American businesses will be done under the cover of
'research grants' funnelled through universities. India
should completely ignore these rules and fix its problems,
not the least of which is the yearly phenomenon of smoke
cover over Delhi.

e A step that should be taken immediately in order to
prevent Delhi from becoming a gas chamber for several
days every November, is to revoke what should rightfully
be called the Monsanto Profit Act of 2009 and farmers
should be allowed to sow their rice crop whenever they
deemitfittodo

Mission RIEV Intervention

Mission RIEV proposes inducting "Structured Intervention
Programme (SIP)" that would educate as well facilitate the
farmers to change existing farm practices and adopt newer
technologies and know-how in phased manner. This change
can be seen without losing any competitive advantages and
simultaneously achieving higher market returns, accessing
risk free and readily available solution at the same
operational cost. This would entail balance between
preservation of environment, employability and
sustainability amongst all stake holders. The first step taken
towards this was that of organising a conclave "Exploring
Eco-friendly Sustainable Solution of Paralis Burning - In the
states of Haryana and Punjab.

Mission RIEV has been invited by Government of Haryana
to present, deliberate likeable solutions to resolve the ‘Parali
Burning’issue. We shall keep our readers updated.

Anand Nair, CEO, Flyers Group,
anand@iirdshimla.org
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