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EXERCISING UNGONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

There was a time when
Election Commission was
not known to anybody in
general public. Thanks to
M Mr. T.N. Sheshan, the
| Former Chief Election
Commissioner who
brought  this apex
constitutional body into limelight by
starting bringing electoral reforms. After
his regime, every CEC continued
maintaining the importance of this key
institution of world’s largest democracy.
Today nobody can take this for granted but
has to reveal accountability towards its
regulations.

Similarly, the role of Supreme Court
of India has also been seen pro-active in
maintaining sanctity of our constitution
more prominently for last 10- 15 years.
Apart from issuing necessary directives to
the Legislative and Executive, the apex
body sometimes takes self-cognizance on
the issues affecting natural justice. Such
actions significantly increased faith of the
common people in our Judiciary.

In the present scenario of elections in
the country, the people of Republic of India
are having full assurance that the above two
constitutional authorities shall always work
to safeguard the interest of the country
especially when the political parties are
limitlessly trying to allure the voters.
Presently this allurement is going to have
long lasting impact on our economy,
people’s aspirations and progress of the
country.

The key factor of any nation’s
progress is its citizens who make the nation
progressive if consciously attuned to
become productive by creating such
enabling environment. Japan is the live
example of such citizen’s consciousness
where the country got elevated as
technology and economy rich despite the
fact that Japan does not have sufficient land
even to create living space to its people and
least resources except water with consistent
challenges like high frequency of
earthquake.

On the other hand, there is an
example of Pakistan where the state created
environment is disastrous to the humanity
and the common people suffering at many
fronts. The country’s image as well as
economy is sinking day by day. It is obvious
that the people occupying decision making
positions need to decide whether we need to
cultivate the minds of the citizens towards
more productivity in order to create more
resources or we just need to make them
habitual to wait for utilizing created
resources.

The present election manifestos of
both national parties i.e. Congress and BJP
have made the people of this country
rethink whether we actually need such

* Promising for distributing money
post-election is like issuing post
dated cheques to the voters for
buying votes.

* The money in the national treasury
comes from the tax payers pocket.
Have the tax payers been asked and
have the tax payers approved for
such “BANDAR BAANT?” of the
money collected through taxes?

e Until we delegate the powers by
virtue of our votes and they take
oath thereafter, taking such
decisions and giving such assurances
is illegal.

 Ifthis trend continues, the rights of
the voters will be auctioned in
future.

» Instead we could have found the
root causes of farmers suicides and
supported them in more
productions and better selling
prices besides creating irrigation
infrastructure and watersheds.

parties or not. The most objectionable
allurement of both the parties is their
assurance to distribute money to the people
once power captured. After analyzing the
impact of BJP’s bit different kinds of
governance in recently completed tenure,
the fearsome Congress had to come up with
assurance touching extremities like money
distribution to farmers. Without
rationalizing this statement, BJP also had to
issue its manifesto on the similar lines just
to match with the expectations created by
Congress because everything is justified in
Love and War. But how can one justify such
claims which are fully objectionable on the
following grounds:

1. Promising for distributing money
post-election 1s like issuing post dated
cheques to the voters for buying votes.
When Election Commission and Supreme
Court are silent on this, does it mean that we
are allowing the political parties to buy
votes for money? There have been many
unofficial instances of money distribution
for votes in many parts of the country and
similar scenes are also seen in the movies
too. In such instances, the money seems
coming from the pockets of the political
parties or the contestants. But this time the
money is coming from the exchequer of the
country. If it’s so let’s make it legitimate to
use country’s resources for buying votes.
Keeping common people’s mind-set in
view, the parties and candidates that make
tall claims or assure distribution of higher
amount will win and govern. Such auction
of the governance has to be stopped
immediately.

2. Secondly, why are we becoming so
innocent to know that money in the national
treasury does not belong to political parties.
Then how can these parties decide in the
distribution style and volume. Let political
parties pay the assured amount out of their
pocket, not from the country’s exchequer.

3. Thirdly, the money in the national
treasury comes from the tax payers pocket.
Have the tax payers been asked and have the
tax payers approved for such “BANDAR
BAANT” of the money collected through
taxes? How can one take decision on others
money, need to be taught to the political
parties.

-+ Fourthly, we the citizen give
decision making rights to the government,
not to the political parties. Whosoever
sworn in has the right and powers to take all
such decisions because citizens give all
their rights to the elected representatives or
the government. Until we delegate the
powers by virtue of our votes and they take
oath thereafter, taking such decisions and
giving such assurances is illegal.

5. Fifthly, do we actually want
government to distribute money like this?
The role of the government is not to
distribute money but to empower people so
that they need not to live on others mercy
and use money for such purposes as be
deemed fit.

We have to teach people how to catch
fish rather feeding them always with fish
caught by someone else. There has been
continuous suicides by the farmers in
different regions especially in Vidarbha
Region in Maharashtra. We, as a country
and political parties as government,
miserably failed to prevent such suicides.
Do we expect by paying Rs.6000/ every
month or every year will stop the farmer’s
suicides? Instead we could have found the
root causes of farmers suicides and
supported them in more productions and
better selling prices besides creating
irrigation infrastructure and watersheds.

The political parties seem driving
country towards wrong directions. We have
experienced the people served with food for
two rupees or five rupees have stopped
working. Such practices convert people as
non-performing assets (NPA) which is not
good sign for any economy.

It 1s high time that the Election
Commission, Supreme Court and the High
Courts take sou-moto cognizance of the
matter and issue directions to the political
parties to delete such clauses from their
manifestos. Otherwise this trend will
continue and the rights of the voters will be
auctioned in future.

9 Dr.L.C. Sharma
Editor in Chief
Mob.94180 14761, md@iirdshimla.org
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